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Review: Great performance on a farewell
tour

Sunday, November 18, 2007 12:02 AM

BY BARBARA ZUCK

For The Columbus Dispatch

The Vermeer String Quartet returned to the Southern Theatre last night for its
third appearance under the auspices of Chamber Music Columbus. That the
group has announced its retirement at the end of this year gave the evening a
tinge of sadness; one regrets the loss of a fine and experienced ensemble with
such a mellow, Old World persona.

Perfect balance and beauty of tone marked the rendition of the opening
selection, Schubert's Quartet in E-Flat Major, Op. 125, No. 1. The unhurried
tempos and emphasis on lyricism suited the ensemble perhaps a bit better
than the work itself, which, while beautifully played, lacked spunk.

The Vermeer poured more energy into the rarely heard Quartet No. 1 in E
Minor by Frank Bridge.

And the talents of all four players - violinists Shmuel Ashkenasi and Mathias
Tacke, violist Richard Young and cellist Marc Johnson - came much more to
the fore here than in the more treble-dominated quartet of Schubert.

The cellist's exploration of the instrument's upper range and the violist's
many strong articulations of main themes were especially impressive, but the
quartet's impeccable sense of ensemble and faithful adherence to the will of
the composer were maintained throughout this busy, contrapuntal piece.

Tha hichlicht af tha rancart hawavar cama in tha nindarctatad anita

http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2007/11/17 /vermeer_review.html

Take steps to
balance it out.

Columbus Chevy Dealers
Visit the Official Columbus Site For Colorado

Info, Offers & Specs

www.VisitChevy.com

Suffering Adrenal Fatigue

Columbus OH Physicians Specializing in Natural
Bioidentical Hormones.

www.BodyLogicMD.com

Page 1 of 4



The Columbus Dispatch : Review: Great performance on a farewell tour

BuckeyeXtra.com
OSU football

OSU basketball (M)
OSU basketball (W)
Other OSU sports
Writers’ blogs

Bob Hunter columns
Rob Oller columns
Ray Stein's mailbox
Blue Jackets
Bengals | Browns
Fantasy football
Cavaliers

Auto racing

High school sports
High school AOTW
Reds | Indians
Crew | Clippers
Law & order

Golf | Outdoors
Destroyers

Live odds

Game matchups

Business
Stocks

Personal Finance
Business Wire

Salary.com

Life & Arts
The Flip Side
WeekEnder
You Tell Us
Blogs

Community
Datebook

Travel

Dispatch Kitchen
Home & Garden
Your Garden | Pets
NOW! for kids

USA Weekend
Horoscopes

Games & Puzzles
Wallpaper

Hot Issue

Game On!

Slide / Video Shows
Hello, Columbus
Upload Pet Photos

Contests

Weekender
Blogs

Today's events
Movie times

Events this
weekend

Find a restaurant

Submit an event

Services
Register

LAIU LIS IIL UL LU ULV Ly 11UV Y U1y GOALIG 111 LG UL LA (it
spellbinding performance of Shostakovich's Piano Quintet in G Minor, Op.
57. Here the Vermeer was joined by Ohio State University pianist Caroline
Hong, who previously collaborated with the group on its most-recent concert
in Columbus two years ago.

Given the personality of the Vermeer, this reading eschewed histrionics in
favor of a pensive, sober interpretation of Shostakovich's wide-ranging
quintet. Best by far was the gradual buildup of intensity in the Fugue, begun
ever so softly and carefully by Ashkenasi and escalating from there for the
most dramatic music-making of the night.

The players rightly never let go of the steady tempo, however, deliberately
maintaining the note, note, note of the theme and thereby slowly, inevitably
unleashing its power. Hong's elegant, sensitive playing complimented the
Vermeer in every way, never overpowering, working in perfect balance as
though she played with the quartet every day.
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